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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

June 29,2015 

The Supreme Court's decision last Friday, in the narrowest of possible lulingS, decreed that "marriage" 
between two persons of the same sex is now the law of the land_ This tragic decision is wrong, both in 
its interpretation of the Constitution and its rejection of natural and moral law. This ruling does not 
change the nuth revealed by God and written in the human heart- that marriage is between one woman 
and one man, open to the procreation of children as its natural and logical frUit . Thus, Christ has 
revealed this marital mystery of goodness, love and life and thus has the Church embraced it for 2000 
years. Nor will this tuling end the debate over the true nature of marriage, just as Roe v. Wade did not 
end the great human rights sn-uggle for the unborn . 

In many ways, we find ourselves today experiencing the reality of the first generations of Christians, 
whose beliefs and teachings were profoundly misunderstood and rejected by the surrounding Greco
Roman culture. In a society that practiced infanticide and homosexuality, embraced "open" marriages 
and sexual promiscuity, the disciples of the Lord Jesus stood out for their moral integrity and by their 
fidelity and love, gradually transformed the culture around them. Today, we live in a SOCiety that views 
all truth as fundamentally relative and the nature of the human person as infin.itely malleable. Human. 
life, marriage, gender, sexuality, fertility and procreation are all fluid realities and can be changed and 
manipulated according to the subjective desires of each person. As Christians, we see all of these 
mysteries as gifts from God, to be received with gratitude and lived in the integrity and purpose for 
which God has entrusted them to us. 

Vvith renewed purpose, we call upon all people of good will to promote and defend the unique meaning 
of marriage: one man, one woman, for life; we must increase our efforts to strengthen marriages and 
families; we pray for all children, and we continue to love and support all people, especially those who 
disagree with us, that in humility and hope, we may continue to discover and live the great truth of God's 
love and purpose in our lives. 
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Sincerely in Christ, 

+I~ -Jr/~_ 
Most Reverend Donald J. Hying 
Bishop of Gary 




