
A voice of one crying out in the desert: ñPrepare the way of the Lord, 
make straight his paths.  Every valley shall be filled and every mountain 
and hill shall be made low.  The winding roads shall be made straight, 
and the rough ways made smooth, and all flesh shall see the salvation of 
God.ò                               Lk 3:4-6 

Nearly Full Moon taken over the church  



Page 2  

Mission Statement :  The Roman Catholic Saint Thomas More Parish Family welcomes and invites every person to 
join us on our journey in faith and celebration.  With the grace and guidance of the Holy Spirit, and through Sacred 
Scripture and Tradition, we proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ to all, especially in loving service to those in need.  As 
part of the Universal Church, we affirm the dignity of every person. All this we do to give glory and honor to God. 

Pastoral Staff 
Pastor .......................................Reverend Michael J. Yadron; Ext. 312 

myadron@stm-church.com 

Associate Pastor .......................... Reverend Richard C. Holy; Ext. 314 

rholy@stm-church.com 

Deacons ............................................................... Rev. Mr. Ted Mauch 

 ............................................................................... Mr. Joseph Stodola 

 ............................................................................ Dr. Napoleon Tabion 

 ............................................................................ Mr. Daniel Zurawski 

Stewardship Director ...................................... Noreen Bickel; Ext. 330 

Pastoral Care Coordinator ............ Deacon Napoleon Tabion; Ext. 315 

Director of  Religious Formation ......... Mrs. Sandra Morgan; Ext. 332 

Parish Office Staff 
Office Hours:M -F 8:00 ~ 8:00 / Sat. 8:00 a.m. ~ 4:00 p.m. 
Web Site  www.stm-church.com 

E-mail address is: parish.office@stm-church.com 

Office Phoneééé. 836-8610        Office Fax ........... 836-9185 
Bulletin Editor ............................................ Mrs. Candy Ally; Ext. 311 

E-mail address for bulletin is: bulletin@stm-church.com 
Bookkeeper ........................................ Mrs. Barbara Gondeck Ext. 307 
Daytime Receptionist ................................ Mrs. Susan Strain; Ext. 310 
Evening Receptionist ............................. Ms. Veronica Brtos; Ext. 310 

Pastoral Ministries 

Circle of Prayer ........................................ Mary Jo Humpfer 836-5002 
Environment & Art ............................................ Jean Bados 836-8610 
Eucharistic Ministers .......................................... Ruth Banas 836-5387 
Hospitality Ministry ....................................... Ann DôOrazio 838-9343 
Lectors ............................................................... Jim Kaspar 836-2343 
Music Ministry .................... Miss Angie Lorandos 836-8610, Ext. 338 
Nursery ................................................. Kaaren A. Mashura 836-5079 
St. Vincent dePaul ............................. Mrs. Kathy Georgelas 836-8610 
SVDP Youth Conference ................................. Janyne Little 838-0597 
Vocations Committee .............................. Mrs. Mary Kochis 322-7262 

2009-2010 Pastoral Council 
Tom Alexander ......................................................... Margaret Canady 

Kevin Cloghessy .................................. Elaine Herrmann, Chairperson 

Don Kopenec ................................................................ Jackie Kovach 

Phil McIntosh ....................................................................... Lucy Perz 

Dwight Reed .................................................................. James Secviar 

Joyce Stodola ................................................................. Timothy Rutz 
 

St. Thomas More School 
Pre-School through 8th Grade 
Office Hours: M-F 7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
School web site ~ www.stm-school.com 
School Phone ......... 836-9151 School Fax ......................... 836-0982 
Principal ................................................... Mr. Chet Nordyke; Ext. 328 
School Administrative Assistanté..Mrs. Jennifer Gonzalez;   Ext. 328 
School Reception & Office Associate   Mrs. Mary Jo Biscan; Ext. 329 
Dir. of Student  Special Services ................. Mrs. Tina Boyle; Ext. 323 
Home & School Association. ................. Mrs. Vesna Sopcic 864-1721 
Parish & School Offices Associate ........ Mrs. Pam Wadycki; Ext. 339 
 

Cornerstone Center 
8635 Calumet Avenue ~ Munster, IN 46321 
Phone .................................................................................... 836-2660    

Fax ........................................................................................ 836-2655 

Sacramental Information 
Confessions 
Saturdays ............................................................. 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. 
First Friday ...............................1/2 hour before the 6:30 a.m. Mass 
Baptisms ............................... First and Third Sundays at 1:00 p.m. 

Parents must be registered parishioners and regularly 
attending at least six months before the baptism.  At least 
one of the godparents must be a practicing Catholic. 

Pre Baptism Class ..................................... 2nd Tuesday 7:00 p.m. 
Parents must call the Parish Office to schedule class and/or Baptism. 
Marriage  .............. Must be a registered, practicing member of the  
                               parish at least six months before beginning the 
                               six month preparation program for marriage. 

Communion calls and visits to Hospitals and Homebound:  Call 
the Parish Office for Sacraments at hospital or at home. 

St. Thomas More Religious Education 
Kindergarten through 8th Grade 
Office Hours:M -F 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Religious Education Phone ........................................................... 836-8610 
Director ........................................................ Mrs. Sandra Morgan; Ext. 332 
Administrative Assistant ................................ Mrs. Charlotte Herr; Ext. 336 
Grades K through 8 ~ Wed. & Thurs. 4:30 ~ 6:00 p.m. 

Pastoral Commissions Chairpersons 
Formation/Education ........................................................ Mrs. Elaine Caco 
Parish Life ...................................................................... Mrs. Marilyn Pajor 
Peace & Social Justice ..................................................... Mr. David Kapala 
Spirituality & Worship ................................................ Mrs. Margot Blocher 
Stewardship ............................................................................ Diane Houser 

Parish Organizations 
Altar & Rosary Society ........................................ Cindy Keilman 923-9862 
Elizabeth Ministry................................................. Pam Domasica 838-7940 
Holy Name Society ..................................................... Joe Adams 865-3566 
Senior Citizens ........................................................ Mary Wilson 838-9481 
Respect Life ............................................................ Alice Wohler 836-5337 
Knights of Columbus ..................................... Thomas Alexander 922-0686 
Blue Army .................................................. Rose Marie Malburg 836-8779 
Finance................................................................. Barbara Shaver 838-9200 
Planned Giving ..................................................................... Ken Krupinski 
Building Maintenance .................................................... Bob Ray 924-6472 
Boy Scouts ........................................................... Paul Liszewski 864-1082 
Cub Scouts ................................................................ Curt Anglin 844-2178 
Girl Scouts ......................................................... Barbara Jamrose 922-3783 
Catering/Hall Rental ........................................ Kathleen Pagorek 972-0539 
Momôs Group............................................................. Kim Power 922-3696 

Ushers Club ......................................................... Jim Marmalejo 836-8607 

Gabriel Project ..................................................... Kathy Trotman 836-4329 

New Parishioner Registration 

To make it as convenient as possible for you, new parishioners may 

register at any time in the Parish Office. 

New Parishioner Orientation 

New parishioners are invited to attend a New Parishioner Orienta-

tion at 9:00 a.m. in the Solar Room on the last Sunday of every 

month.  If you have not yet registered and want more information 

about our parish, you are welcome to attend the orientation. 

St. Thomas More Roman Catholic Church   8501 Calumet Avenue, Munster, IN  46321 
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Wayne Klawitter  

Florence Savage 

Monday, December 7 

8:30 am  M. Childs, N. Smith 

5:30 pm  E. Jachna, B. Nowak, D. Owens, C. Speranza, 

     C. Yothment ~ MC ~ Kellie 

 

Tuesday, December 8 

5:00 pm  J. Ratajack, David Straka, B. Seligman,  

     C. Slivka, C. Wadlow ~ MC ~ Greg 

7:00 pm  J. & S. Smith, M. Boyd, M. Pukoszek, L. Rouse 

     MC ~ Evan 

 

Saturday, December 12 

8:30 am  Daniel Straka, J. Surd 

5:30 pm  K. Alanza, J. & T. Beckman, B. & S. Caraher 

     MC ~ Kellie 

 

Sunday, December 13 

6:30 am  A., N. & N. Anglin 

8:00 am  K. & M. Yaeger, V. Zaczyk, A. Zaleski, 

     A. Bilse ~ MC ~ Caleb 

10:00 am  M. Switalla, J. Topor, D., E. & S. Trivunovic 

     MC ~ Quinn 

12:00 noon  E. Diaz, J. & V. Foster ~ MC ~ Ted 

6:00 pm  M. & M. Blocher 

SUNDAY, December 6 ~ Second Sunday of Advent 

 6:30 am   For Our Parish Family Living and Deceased 

 8:00 am   Ed  Donovan by Family 

 10:00 am   Felix Krakowiak by Daughter Phyllis 

 12:00 pm   Mike Sajdyk by Wife Sophie 

 

MONDAY, December 7 ~ St. Ambrose 

 6:30 am   Gertrude Horgan by Frank &  Bonita Molinaro 

 8:30 am   Mary Jean Christy (Ann.) by Family 

 5:30 pm   Mary Rossi (Ann.) by John & Dorothy Jurkash 

 

TUESDAY, December 8 ~ Immaculate Conception of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary  

 6:30 am   For Our Parish Family Living and Deceased 

 9:00 am   Frances Lipka (Ann.) by Sue Kolodziej & Family 

 5:00 pm   Leon Siorek by Wife & Family 

 7:00 pm   Domenico Costantino by Dominique & Angelique 

    Mercier  

 

WEDNESDAY, December 9 ~ St. Juan Diego 

 6:30 am   Gus & Peg Otte by Bill & Dorothy OôBrien 

 8:30 am   Tony Lopiccolo (Ann.) by Wife Rosemary &   

    Daughter Lisa 

  

THURSDAY, December 10  

 6:30 am   John Narvid by Family 

 9:00 am   Mary Louise Olander by Rosealine Christoph 

  

FRIDAY, December 11 ~ St. Damasus I 

 6:30 am   Charlene Coakley by Janet & Ed Gage 

 8:30 am   Michael Linko by Tom & Pam Domasica & Family 

 

SATURDAY, December 12 ~ Our Lady of Guadalupe 

 8:30 am   Eugene J. Szczepaniak (Ann.) by  Family 

 5:30 pm   Stephen Maicher by Daughters 

 

SUNDAY, December 13 ~ Third Sunday of Advent 

 6:30 am   For Our Parish Family Living and Deceased 

 8:00 am   Living & Deceased Members of the Dike Family by 

    Margaret Thiel 

 10:00 am   Thomas Gilboe (Ann.) by Joyce Gilboe Klisser 

 12:00 pm   Sylvia M. Bistrican by Bistrican Family 

CELEBRANTS 
 

Saturday, December 12 

5:30 pm   Father Rick Holy 
 

Sunday, December 13 

6:30 am   Father Rick Holy 

8:00 am   Father Rick Holy 

10:00 am  Father Barry Evers 

12:00 noon  Father Barry Evers 

Second Sunday of Advent December 6, 2009 

ALL BULLETIN ARTICLES FOR  

THE DECEMBER 20th BULLETIN 

ARE DUE BY 10:00 AM ON 

DECEMBER 9th!  

THANK YOU!!  
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Second Sunday of Advent 
 

 The very music swells and lifts at the beginning of George 

Frederick Handel's Messiah as the tenor sings, "Every valley 

shall be exalted." The staccato of "ev-ry va-al-ley" jumps up the 

scale as though the music itself is lifting up the valleys making a 

level path and a smooth highway. Performances of the Messiah 

abound this time of year in concert halls, churches, and on 

television. Listen closely, and you may even hear selections 

punctuate the piped in music of malls and department stores. 

 What is fascinating is that most people associate one of the 

most famous selections from the Messiah with Christmas. But the 

renowned "Hallelujah" chorus is not part of the Christmas section 

of Messiah. It comes at the end of part two, the section devoted to 

Christ's passion, death, and (hallelujah!) resurrection. There is a 

certain wisdom in associating this Easter message with the 

Advent-Christmas season. It is Christ's resurrection from the 

dead that is the origin of our faith. And while we prepare to 

celebrate his birth, what we are ultimately called to do is to be 

ready for when he comes again. 

 The prophet's message that "all flesh shall see the salvation of 

God," is a reminder in this Advent season of where we are really 

headed. It's likely that we're getting into our cars a little more 

often these days heading to stores and parties and Christmas 

events. We hope that the road we travel will be smooth. But the 

prophet's vision isn't about highway projects. It is about eternal 

salvation. Maybe when we get behind the wheel each day this 

month we can just say a little prayer asking God to keep us on the 

right path. 

 

Readings for the Week of  December 6, 2009 
 

Sunday:   Bar 5:1-9/Phil 1:4-6, 8-11/Lk 3:1-6 

Monday:   Is 35:1-10/Lk 5:17-26 

Tuesday:   Gn 3:9-15, 20/Eph 1:3-6, 11-12/Lk 1:26-38 

Wednesday:  Is 40:25-31/Mt 11:28-30 

Thursday:  Is 41:13-20/Mt 11:11-15 

Friday:   Is 48:17-19/Mt 11:16-19 

Saturday:   Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/Lk 

     1:26-38 or 1:39-47 

Next Sunday: Zep 3:14-18a/Phil 4:4-7/Lk 3:10-18 

SUNDAY, December 6 

6:00 pm Advent Evening Prayer ~ Chapel 

 

MONDAY, December 7 

5:30 pm Vigil Mass ~ Feast of Immaculate Conception 

7:00 pm Blue Army ~ Chapel 

7:00 pm Parish Life ~ Conference Room 

7:00 pm Peace/Social Justice ~ Teachersô Lounge 

7:00 pm Vocation Committee ~ Small Conference Room 

 

TUESDAY, December 8 

Feast of Immaculate Conception Mass ~ 6:30, 9:00 am & 5:00 

& 7:00 pm 

9:45 am - 4:30 pm ~ Eucharistic Adoration ~ Chapel 

1:00 pm Prayer/Vocations ~ Chapel 

7:00 pm RCIA ~ Solar Room 

7:00 pm Video Bible ~ Conference Room 

 

WEDNESDAY, December 9 

8:15 amð2:30 pm ~ 8th Grade Confirmation Retreat ~ Gym 

9:30 am Bible Study ~ Conference Room 

4:30 pm - 6:00pm ~ Religious Education Classes 

6:30 pm SVDP ~ Conference Room 

6:45 pm Altar & Rosary ~ Solar Room 

7:00 pm HSA Meeting ~ Cafeteria 

 

THURSDAY, December 10 

4:30 pm - 6:00 pm ~ Religious Education Classes 

7:00 pm All Seasons Chorale ~ Church 

7:30 pm STMS Band Concert ~ Gym 

 

FRIDAY, December 11 

9:30 am STMS Band Concert ~ Gym 

 

SATURDAY, December 12 

9:00 am Pastoral Council ~ Conference Room 

9:00 am SVDP Youth Conference ~ Teachersô Lounge 

10:00 am Oblates ~ Teachersô Lounge 

 

SUNDAY, December 13 

1:30 pm Padre Pio Cenacle ~ Chapel 

6:00 pm Advent Evening Prayer ~ Chapel 

P lease pray for the sick of our  parish.... 

Ceil Guziar 
Amy Hayes 
Eleanore Heggi 
Marie Henke 
Evelyn Hennes 
Robert Hesek 
Ray Humpfer 
Steve Izzo 
Dennis Jablonski 
Elizabeth Jacob 
Stanley Jayjack 
Rosemary Jerzak-
Staszel 
Emery Johns 
Dorothy Jurkash 
Debbie Kaczka 
Robert Kalka 
Margaret A. Kapala 
Carol Keilman 
Rev. Matthew Kish 
Josephine Knesek 
Janet Knight 
Alice Kolember 
Ken Kors 
Dorothy Kovach 
Helen Krull 
Julia Kukta 
Jerome Kula 
Debbie Le Monier 
Mary Leahy 
Edward Liskiewicz 
Stanley Liskiewicz 
Maria Lovell 
Gregory Mahoney 
Stanley Makowski 
Mary Manchak 
Brady Martin 
Kathryn McBride 
Joseph Mendoza 
Faye Meny 
Sandi Merlo 

Olga Mihalo 
Andrew Moll 
David Moll 
Gerald Moran 
Jean Narvid 
Donna Nichols 
Steven Nowaczyk 
Bella OôBryan 
Valerie OôDonnell 
Danny Ogren 
Audrey Ostroff 
Johanna Petruch 
Elizabeth Pilones 
Adam Potapczak 
Helen Pukoszek 
Anthony Saklaczynski 
Ann Sardella 
Mary Sarnowski 
George Sauer 
Jean Schultz 
Marie Schultz 
Marianne Schwartz 
William Schwartz 
Zachery Scriff 
James Secviar 
Renee Shehan 
Grace Sheridan 
Cynthia Sindall 
Carolyn Smiley 
Deborah Stareck 
Carolyn Sutley 
Georgianne Suto 
Rose Theis 
Gerardo Trevino 
Anthony  Ubuane 
Adele Wall 
Sally Walters 
Lucille Wonnell 
Cecilia Ziegler 

Coleen Alexander 
Margaret Amatulli 
Doris Aurelio 
Maria Aurelio 
Irene Baker 
Cody Baldwin 
Antonio Belmonte 
Tom Bernacke 
Michael Berry 
Michael Blazevich 
Diane Bochnowski 
Michael Boston 
Cheryl Bostrom 
Judy Buksa 
Stephany Burney 
Dorothy Campbell 
James Campbell 
Lorraine Caparelli 
Al Carollo 
Carol Carollo 
Kathleen Cecil 
Jacqueline Morrow 
Christian 
Frank Coman 
Vincent Corsello 
Mike Curtain 
Irene Dettmer 
Irene Dickey 
David Drewniak 
Madeline Dunn 
Marian Dzurovsak 
Sr. Beatrice Flahaven 
Elizabeth Follmer 
John Forde 
Phyllis Garber 
Andrea Garritano 
Joseph Gasiorek 
Karen Gianotti 
Dorothy Gillespie 
Howard Gralewski 
James Grunewald 
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The Pastorôs Page 

ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 
 Three friends decided to go hunting together.  One was a 
lawyer, one a doctor, and the other a priest.   
 As they were walking, along came a big buck.  The three 
of them shot simultaneously.  Immediately the buck dropped 
to the ground and all three rushed up to see how big it 
actually was.   
 Upon reaching it they found out that it was dead but had 
only one bullet hole.  Thus a debate followed concerning 
whose buck it was.   
 Five minutes later a game officer came by and asked 
what the problem was.     
 The doctor told him their reason for the debate.   
 The officer told them he would take a look and tell them 
who shot it.   
 Five seconds later he said he knew who shot the buck.  
He said with much confidence, "The priest shot the buck!" 
 They all wondered how he knew that so quickly.   
 The officer said, "Easy.  The bullet went in one ear and 
out the other." 

Second Sunday of Advent  
 Our technological world likes things to fit neatly together.  
We expend energy to get results, we invest time for 
promised returns. Careful planning intends to eliminate 
surprises.  Today's readings describe a God who likes the 
unexpected, a people who should enjoy divine surprise. 
 The Book of Baruch was written by an anonymous author 
perhaps as late as the fourth century B.C.  The writer sees 
the return of the exiles in 538 B.C. as a catalyst for 
envisioning a great future.  Jerusalem will cast off the 
widow's weeds and will take a new name, "Righteous 
Peace, Godly Glory" (verse 4).  Yahweh will be at the head 
of this jubilant procession.  God's surprise will be this gift of 
victory. 
 Psalm 126 is a communal lament that captures the joy of 
Israel's return from exile and her earnest prayer for help in a 
new predicament.  The people survey their desolate land  
and encounter the hostility of the local population.  The 
experience of the return gives the former exiles the ability to 
contrast the tearful sowing with the abundant harvest.  This 
is a God who discovers another opportunity to transform 
disaster into success. 
 Luke introduces the passing of one age and the start of 
another.  This is the boundary between the time of Israel 
and the time of Jesus.  Luke presents John as a prophet 
called by God to make ready the way of the Lord.  John 
announces God's new intervention in human history.  There 
is a surprise as well: this intervention is for all, Jew and 
Gentile alike. 
 By accepting a God of surprise, we make hope possible  
for all people. 

ð John Craghan, Th.D., S.S.L. 
© 1995, Liguori Publications / Used with permission  

 
ADVENT COMMUNAL PENANCE SERVICE  

 One of the ways to prepare for the coming of Christmas is 
to get ourselves cleansed spiritually.  A week from 
tomorrow, Monday, December 14th, we will have an Advent 
Communal Penance Service at 7:00 p.m. in the church. 
 There will be several confessors available so this is really 
the time to go to confession. 
 Please mark your calendar for Monday, December 14 at 
7:00 p.m. 
 See you there! 

ADVENT WREATH PRAYER  
 Light the first two purple 
candles on your Advent wreath.   
 Pray together the Our Father. 
 Use the following as your 
blessing prayer: 
   

God of the Universe, we await the coming of 
your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ.  We believe that 
He is the true light of the world and the One who 
will lead us to your Kingdom.  Strengthen us in 
all that we do that our faith may deepen and our 
good works may bring others to you.     Amen.  

THE FEAST OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION  
A HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION  

 Please remember that this coming Tuesday, December 
8th, is the Feast of the Immaculate Conception and is a 
Holy Day of Obligation.  That means that all Catholics have 
a serious obligation to attend Mass for that day. 
 Masses for the Feast are Monday, December 7th at 5:30 
p.m. and Tuesday, December 8th at 6:30 and 9:00 a.m. as 
well as 5:00 and 7:00 p.m.  Please note that the 9:00 a.m. 
Mass is also an all-school Mass. 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION ON TUESDAY  
 Typically, we have Eucharistic Adoration each 
Tuesday.  It ends with a prayer service at 6:00 
p.m. and closing Benediction at 6:30 p.m. 
 Because we have Masses at 5:00 and 7:00 
p.m. this Tuesday for the Holy Day of 
Obligation, Eucharistic Adoration will end at 4:30 
p.m. rather than 6:30 p.m. 


